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Message from the President 
Deni Seymour, NMAC President 
 
This year has gotten off to a blazing start. As our nation 
focuses on a series of environmental concerns, including 
global warming and alternative energy sources, NMAC 
members spotlight attention on the cultural side of 
preservation issues. Already we have come together to 
voice our opinion on possible intrusions into Aztec 
National Monument, the Museum of New Mexico 
Deassessioning issue, support for House Bill 520 that 
would broaden environmental protection to include 
cultural resources and concerns, support for on-going 
efforts to make Otero Mesa a National Conservation 
Area, and awareness of the continuing threat to 
archaeological resources on State Trust Land. On top of 
all of this we are made aware of the joyous news that the 
proposed drilling in the Galisteo Basin is no longer an 
issue (but we must remain vigilant) and that the 
Omnibus Appropriations Act of 2009 has just passed the 
House of Representatives with a $500,000 appropriation 
that allows implementation of the Galisteo Basin 
Archaeological Sites Protection Act of 2004.  
 
When out-going NMAC present Tim Maxwell noted 
“NMAC members care about archaeology and are 
people who get involved” he was characterizing a 
membership that has deep concerns and is willing to 
devote personal time and energy to ensure that our 
endangered cultural resources are preserved through 
proper legislation and public awareness. 
 
Not all of interest to the membership is about activism. 
We have great things in store for this year including the 
upcoming fall conference on the Northern Rio Grande, 
various workshops and new publications, and many 
other opportunities to become involved. Check out our 
new website for the most up-to-date information 
(www.nmacweb.org). If you want something posted on 
the web page (including a link to your personal 
archaeologically based web page), let the webmaster 
know (and I will post it) because the web page is a 
product of the NMAC membership. 
 
 
 
 

Permian Basin MOA Workgroup Meets in 
Carlsbad 
George MacDonell, Bureau of Land Management - 
Carlsbad Field Office 
 
A workgroup consisting of professional archaeologists 
and cultural resource managers met on April 1 and 2, 
2009 in Carlsbad to discuss research projects to be 
funded through the Permian Basin MOA. This 
alternative compliance process encourages industry to 
utilize GIS to pre-plan their oil & gas projects in order to 
avoid known archaeological sites in an area of the BLM 
Pecos District that is well covered by previous cultural 
resource inventory. In lieu of paying for additional 
archaeological inventory, companies contribute a set 
amount into a research fund based on the size and scope 
of their project. Since its implementation in May of 
2008, over 360 projects have been approved. The 
mitigation fund now holds over $460,000 for 
archaeological research in Southeastern New Mexico. 
Representatives from Lone Mountain Archaeological 
Services, Inc., SRI, SWCA, and TRC, the four research 
consortiums selected to implement the archaeological 
projects through a BLM-administered on-call contract, 
also took part in the workgroup discussion.  
 
Work and research priorities identified by the group 
included: development of opportunities for public 
involvement; identifying Mescalero Apache interests in 
the MOA project area through an ethnographic study; 
conducting fieldwork at one or more of the large 
pithouse occupations in the region (including the Boot 
Hill and Merchant Sites) to characterize site condition, 
integrity, and research potential; and identifying areas 
for targeted archaeological inventory within the MOA 
area. Other research projects proposed included lithic 
source studies, geoarchaeological studies within the 
region, and the development of archaeological testing 
programs and procedures to address critical research 
questions and topographic areas. 
 
Fieldtrips organized for the meeting included an April 
Fool’s Day evening trip into Lost Cave (the location of 
1960’s era replicas of Lascaux and Altamira cave 
paintings). The following day included a visit to sites in 
Beargrass Draw that were recently tested by Peter 
Condon as part of the Marbob Site Pooling project. 
Workgroup members had lively discussions on topics 
such as site formation processes, the utility of various 
forms of analysis, and the importance of testing as a 
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management tool.  Throughout the day, Dr. Stephen Hall 
was on hand to provide on the spot discussions of 
geomorphology, sandsheet formation processes and 
Pleistocene spring deposits - a real highlight of the 
fieldtrip. The group was also able to experience firsthand 
the challenges of protecting archaeological resources in 
an active oil field environment. The day concluded with 
a visit to Boot Hill, an archaeological site that still 
retains research potential despite prior excavations by 
avocational groups and ongoing impacts from erosion, 
grazing, and other activities. 
 

 

Geomorphologist Steve Hall describes a Pleistocene 
alluvial deposit during the BLM Workgroup fieldtrip. 

The first project funded through this process, a synthesis 
of existing data recovery and testing results from the 
research area, is nearing completion. Jim Railey 
(SWCA) gave an update on this project, which will 
include data from 140 sites within the MOA area. Peter 
Condon (TRC) and Doug Boggess (LMAS) gave 
updates on recent non-MOA projects in the vicinity. 
 
An Early 20 th Century Navajo Occupation in 
the El Malpais Area 
Ronald H. Towner and Sara N. Beckett, Laboratory of 
Tree-Ring Research, The University of Arizona 
 
The arcaheology of Navajo sites has traditionally 
emphasized the occupation of the Dinétah area of 
northwestern New Mexico and susbesquent expansion 
into northeastern Arizona and the Rio Puerco of the East. 
With important exceptions, most recently by  Polk 
(2008), post-Bosque Redondo (A.D. 1868) era sites have 
typically been lumped into the “Reservation Period” 
phase and forgotten (James 1976; Hester 1962). 
 
For the past three years, a dendroarchaeology field 
course at the Laboratory of Tree-Ring Research has 
investigated an intriguing Navajo occupation in the 
Cebolla Creek area of the BLM-administered El Malpais 

NCA. Initiated by John Roney and continued by Signa 
Larralde, the project has now collected tree-ring samples 
from five sites and twenty-two culturally modified trees 
(CMTS) which illuminate aspects of Navajo land-use in 
the area that have hitherto been unknown. 
 
The Sites 
 
Two sites recorded by Mike Marshall, LA 143525 and 
LA 143526, are located within 50 m of each other on the 
north side of an east-west trending ridge south of 
Cebolla Creek. The other three sites,  LA 156650, LA 
162344, and LA 162343, are located on a flat mesa-top 
east of Cebolla Creek.  
 
LA 143525 is located in a very steep and narrow north-
trending drainage in a well- hidden location. The hogan 
structure consists of more than twenty timbers of various 
sizes leaning into and scattered around a large juniper 
tree (Figure 1). No artifacts were seen in the area. LA 
143526  is a collapsed hogan that consists of more than 
fifteen juniper beams arranged in a semi-circular pattern 
typical of forked-pole hogans in other areas. Although 
two areas of slightly ashy soil were noted south and east 
of the structure, no artifacts of any kind were observed.  
 
LA 156650 consists of a collapsed cribbed-log hogan, an 
ash dump southeast of the hogan, and a collapsed conical 
sweatlodge (Figure 2). The site contains ca. forty 
wooden elements, and 13 historic artifacts, mostly glass 
shards.  
 
LA 162344 is a dismantled (probably) cribbed-log hogan 
or windbreak that retains six to eight long timbers 
arranged in a circular fashion, a probable hearth in the 
center of the structure, and a rusted gallon can that may 
have been used for cooking; it is the only artifact on the 
site.  
 
LA 162343 consists of a possible cribbed-log hogan base 
and two small semi-rectangular alignments of juniper 
beams beneath two large juniper trees 5m northwest of 
the possible hogan. There are no artifacts associated with 
LA 162343 B. At least twenty-two CMTs—ax-cut 
stumps and limbs—are scattered between LA156650 on 
the south and LA 162343 approximately 150 m to the 
north/northwest.  
 
Results 
 
LA143526 
 
In 2006, we collected four samples from LA143526 
(Table 1). All of the samples are juniper, as are all the 
other identifiable timbers on the site, but none dated. 
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The weathered, twisted nature of the beams suggests that 
all were procured as dead wood. It may be significant 
that none of the timbers exhibit tool marks of any kind; 
thus, the site could date to prehistoric times, but we 
consider that unlikely. 
 

 
Figure 1. LA 14325, looking northwest. 

 

 

Figure 2. Sweatlodge at LA 156650, looking northeast. 

 
LA143525 
 
A total of 13 samples (Table 1) was collected from LA 
143525 in 2006, including six junipers and seven 
pinions, which mirrors the local environmental 
distribution. It may be important, however, that all six 
juniper samples are Juniperus scopulorum; other juniper 
species grow in the area, but were not selected for 
construction—probably because the builders preferred 
the relatively long, straight boles of J. scopulorum. 
 

Seven of the samples yielded dates (Table 1), including 
five pinyons and two junipers. The samples that failed to 
date typically exhibited erratic ring sequences that do not 
match the master chronology. The dates range from 
1797vv to 1915vv, but none are cutting or near cutting 
dates; all the samples have suffered exterior ring loss. 
Two samples (CEB-108, CEB-111) date 1914vv and 
1915vv, respectively. We infer that the hogan was built 
in the 1915-1920 interval and was occupied for a very 
short time. Indeed, the lack of artifacts suggests the site 
may never have served as a habitation. 
 
LA 156650 
 
In 2008, we collected 10 samples from LA 156650, a 
site recorded by Shine et al. (2006). The samples 
collected from the cribbed-log hogan yielded six 
noncutting dates and two cutting dates (Table 1). The 
cutting dates indicate construction of the hogan in the 
fall of 1924 or spring of 1925. The two log samples that 
provided noncutting (++vv) dates from the sweatlodge 
are both missing exterior rings and were most likely 
collected as dead wood for construction. 
LA 162344 
 
We collected four samples from LA 162344, all pinyon. 
The samples were taken from loose logs and all dated, 
although the dates are all noncutting (Table 1). The only 
thing we can say for certain is that Site A was used 
sometime after 1926, the latest date from the site. 
LA 162343 
 
Although eight samples (six juniper, one pinyon, and 
one ponderosa) were collected from loose logs at LA 
162343, only the pinyon sample provided a date of 1919 
vv (Table 1). Thus, the site was used sometime after 
1919, but how much later we cannot determine. 
 
CMTs 
 
An important dendroarchaeological resource for 
understanding landscape use by Navajo and other 
historical period populations is culturally modified trees 
(Figure 3), or ax-cut limbs and stumps (Towner et al. 
1998). During our investigations around LA156650, LA 
162343, and LA 162344, we identified twenty-two 
CMTs, some within site boundaries and others between 
sites. We infer that they indicate land-use associated 
with the sites, but not structure construction episodes. 
Those twenty-two CMTs yielded thirteen dates (Table 
1), including cutting dates in 1927 and 1928.  
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Discussion and Conclusions 
 
The data from these Navajo sites and CMTs indicate a 
late 1910s-1920s occupation of the Cebolla Creek area. 
Although the noncutting dates from LA143525 and 
single 1919 vv date from LA 162343 date prior to 1920, 
the construction of the hogan at LA156650, 1926 +vv 
date from LA 162344, and mid/late 1920s cutting and 
noncutting dates from the CMTs suggest that the area 
was occupied for a short time in the mid/late 1920s. 
 
The dendroarchaeology of these five Navajo sites and 
twenty-two CMTs in the Cibola Creek area raises some 
interesting questions. Archaeological phase systems and 
historical data have generally indicated that after the 
release from Ft. Sumner and the Long Walk, Navajos 
settled on the “Big Reservation,” although Brugge 
(2003) indicates that Barboncito had visited the Datil 
and Quemado areas prior to the incarceration. Clearly 
some Navajos did not return to the main reservation. 
So—is there an earlier, post-Bosque Redondo 
occupation in the area? Who were the Navajos who built 
the structures in the Cebolla Creek area? Did they 
eventually settle at Ramah? Alamo? In a similar vein, 
why did these folks leave Cebolla Creek?  Beginning in 
the early 1930s, Anglo homesteaders moved into the 
area and began filing Homestead Patents (Towner and 
Creaseman, in press). Did the Navajos leave the area 
before the Anglo homesteaders arrived, or was there 
conflict over land use, ownership, and water, hunting, 
and grazing rights? We find it fascinating that these 
small, very artifact-poor, relatively ephemeral sites can 
provoke such interesting questions about past land use 
and ethnic interactions in west central New Mexico. We 
plan to continue tree-ring dating sites in the area, but 
recognize the need for, and encourage, archaeological, 
historical, and oral history research on other sites like 
these in order to truly understand the multi-faceted uses 
of Cebolla Creek and the El Malpais area in general 
during the early 20th century. 
 
For additional data concerning these sites, contact Ron 
Towner at rtowner@ltrr.arizona.edu. 
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Figure 3. CMT near LA 156650, note ax marks. 
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 Table 1. Dated tree-ring samples from Cebolla Creek Navajo sites 

           
Field Sample Species Provenience Inside  Outside Outside 
Number Number     Date Date Symbol 
LA 143525             

CBC-1 CEB-108 JUN leaner 1720 1914 vv 

CBC-3 CEB-110 JUN south door jamb 1630 1887 ++vv 

CBC-4 CEB-111 PNN leaner 1819 1915 vv 

CBC-5 CEB-112 PNN leaner 1730 1882 vv 

CBC-6 CEB-113 PNN leaner 1834 1908 vv 

CBC-8 CEB-115 PNN leaner 1700 1878 +vv 

CBC-12 CEB-119 PNN loose log 1525+- 1797 vv 

LA 156650             

F1-1 CEB-410 PNN cribbed hogan 1774+-p 1883 vv 

F1-2 CEB-411 PNN cribbed hogan 1741p 1924 vv 

F1-3 CEB-412 PNN cribbed hogan 1693+-p 1890 ++vv 

F1-4A CEB-413 PNN cribbed hogan 1894 1924 B comp 

F1-8 CEB-414 PNN cribbed hogan 1672+-p 1880 ++vv 

F1-9 CEB-415 PNN cribbed hogan 1762+-p 1924 B comp 

F1-4B 
CEB-416-
1 PNN cribbed hogan 1823+- 1921 vv 

F1-5 
CEB-416-
2 PNN cribbed hogan 1637 1787 vv 

F3-2 
CEB-417-
2 PNN sweatlodge 1743 1865 ++vv 

F3-3 
CEB-417-
3 PNN sweatlodge 1717 1866 ++vv 

LA 162344             

F1-2 CEB-418 PNN loose log 1743p 1914 +vv 

F1-1 CEB-419 PNN loose log 1823p 1922 vv 

F1-3 CEB-420 PNN loose log 1730 1926 +vv 

F1-4 CEB-421 PNN loose log 1821 1921 vv 
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 Table 1. Dated tree-ring samples from Cebolla Creek Navajo sites (continued) 

 

LA 162343             

F1-1 CEB-422 PNN loose log 1717p 1919 vv 
Culturally Modified 
Trees             

CMT-2 CEB-430 PNN   1651p 1714 +vv 

CMT-3 CEB-431 PNN   1686p 1759 vv 

CMT-4 CEB-432 PNN   1713p 1850 ++B 

CMT-5 CEB-433 PNN   1743p 1876 ++B 

CMT-6 CEB-434 PNN   1684p 1917 vv 

CMT-7 CEB-435 PNN   1710p 1874 ++B 

CMT-20 CEB-436 PNN   1878p 1928 rB inc 

CMT-21 CEB-437 PNN   1869+-p 1927 
+rB 
comp 

CMT-26 CEB-442 PNN   1757p 1928 B inc 

CMT-28 CEB-444 PNN   1732p 1927 v inc 

CMT-29 CEB-445 PNN   1648p 1925 +vv 

CMT-34 CEB-449 PP   1729 1857 vv 

CMT-41 CEB-450 PNN   1642p 1861 ++vv 
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NEW MEXICO ARCHEOLOGICAL COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP AND ORD ER FORM (v 4/06) 

 
MEMBERSHIP*   [   ] ______ (year) Renewal    or     [   ] New Member Beginning _____  (year) 
 
$ ________ enclosed for membership dues ($25 individual; $35 sponsor or institutional)  
 
$ ________ enclosed to extend membership for an additional _____ years (same rates) 
 
$ ________ enclosed as a contribution to the NMAC Research Grant Fund or NMAC Scholarship Fund (circle one) 
 
 

 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
$ ________ enclosed for ___ copies of NMAC Special Publication No. 1: Current Research on  the Late Prehistory 

and Early History of New Mexico  (2002 reprint of 1992,  350+ pp coil-bound) @ $25 per copy plus s/h 
 
$ ________ enclosed for ___ copies of NMAC Special Publication No. 2: Soil, Water, Biolog y, and Belief…  (2002 

reprint of 1995, 370+ pp perfect bound) @ $25 per copy plus s/h 
 
$ ________ enclosed for ___ copies of NMAC Special Publication No. 3: Examining the Cours e of SW Archeology: 

The 1995 Durango Conference , edited by David A. Phillips and Lynne Sebastian (2001, 170+ pp 
perfect bound) @ $15 per copy (members) or $19.29 per copy (non-members), plus s/h 

 
$ ________ enclosed for ___ copies of NMAC Special Publication No. 4: Chaco Society and P olity , edited by Linda 

S. Cordell et al (2001, 90+ pp perfect bound) @ $15 per copy (members) or $19.29 per copy (non-
members), plus s/h 

 

 
SHIPPING/HANDLING 
 
$ ________ enclosed for shipping and handling  ($5.00 for up to 2 copies of NMAC Special Publications, plus $2.50 for 

each additional copy) 
 

 
$ ________ enclosed for ___ copies of Anasazi Community Architecture in the Chuska Valley : Site Summaries 

and Maps , compiled by Dennis Gilpin, Douglas D. Dykeman, and Paul F. Reed (1996, 70 pp coil bound) 
@ $10 per copy, no shipping and handling required  

 

 
$ ________ TOTAL ENCLOSED  send form and check to  NMAC Dues 

PO Box 25691 
Albuquerque, NM  87125  

 

 
CONTACT AND SHIPPING INFORMATION (PLEASE PRINT)  
 
 Name: __________________________________________________________________ 

 Address: __________________________________________________________________ 

  __________________________________________________________________ 

 City/State/Zip: __________________________________________________________________ 

 Phone: (w) ____________________ (h) ____________________ [   ] Don’t list in Directory 
Want to receive email messages posted to NMAC-L list server? 

[   ] Yes, here is my email address:_____________________________________________________________ 

[   ] No 

NewsMac Preferences: [   ] US mail delivery  [   ] web read/download (.PDF)  
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2009 NMAC Contacts 
 
Mail:  PO Box 25691, Albuquerque NM 87125 
 
Web Site: http://www.nmacweb.org  
 
News Group: nmac-l@list.unm.edu  
 
2009 Officers 
President: Deni Seymour (505) 934-3364 
DeniJSeymour@aol.com 
 
President-Elect: Bill Doleman (505) 476-1277 
wdoleman@swcp.com 
bill.doleman@state.nm.us 
 
Vice President: Cherie Walth (505) 506-6168 
cwalth@swca.com 
 
Secretary: Matthew Barbour 
Office: (505) 982-1375 
Cell: (505) 220-3270 
matthew.barbour@state.nm.us 

 
 
 

 
 
Treasurer: Phillip A. Young (505)-466-8903 
pyoung2002@comcast.net 
 
NewsMAC Editor:  Jim Railey (505) 980-2532 
jrailey@swca.com 
  
Committee Chairs  
 
Membership: Jean Ballagh (505) 332-0885 
jhballagh@hotmail.com 
 
Grants: Chris Turnbow, (505) 277-5853 
cturnbow@unm.edu 
 
Legislative: Samantha Ruscavage-Barz 
sam.ruscavagebarz@gmail.com 
 
Publications: Bill Doleman (505) 476-1277 
Bill.Doleman@state.nm.us 
- and - 
Andrew "JR" Gomolak  
(575) 572-3931 
Andrew.Gomolak@us.af.mil 
 
 

NMAC  is a nonprofit organization whose purpose is to maintain and promote the goals of professional archaeology in New Mexico. 
NMAC’s goals are to:  

·  promote archaeological research within New Mexico and disseminate knowledge arising from that research 
·  promote awareness of New Mexico’s cultural resources among public agencies, corporations, and members of the public 
·  encourage the legal protection of cultural resources, and encourage high standards for professional archaeology 

NewsMAC 
Newsletter of the New Mexico Archeological Council 
PO Box 25691 
Albuquerque NM  87125 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Your 2008 membership needs renewing!   

   
 
 

Current member for 2008   
 

 
 


