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An Alphabet Soup of Collaboration 
 
Scott Worman, Office of Contract Archaeology 
 
The Valles Caldera National Preserve (VCNP) was 
created in July, 2000 when the federal government 
purchased the Baca Ranch in the Jemez Mountains of 
north-central New Mexico and placed it under the 
management of the Valles Caldera Trust (VCT). The 
acquisition posed a challenge to cultural resource 
professionals, who faced the daunting task of managing 
resources on the 89,000 acres of formerly private land. 
Previous archaeological investigations had been few and 
included only three major surveys that had covered a 
total of approximately 3.5% of the preserve. One of 
these was an extensive archaeology, history and 
ethnography project undertaken by the Office of 
Contract Archaeology (OCA) at the University of New 
Mexico (UNM) in the late 1970’s and early 1980’s, 
associated with geothermal explorations in the western 
half of the Baca Ranch (Baker and Winter 1981). While 
the archaeological record was relatively poorly known at 
the time of federal acquisition, the presence of several 
sources of high-quality obsidian within the caldera 
ensured that people had visited the area for millennia. 
Archaeological materials are ubiquitous in the preserve, 
visible in virtually every location where recent activities 
have disturbed the ground surface. In recent years, the 
VCNP has built a partnership with OCA and the 
Anthropology Department at UNM, and this 
collaboration has become an important part of an 
innovative strategy for managing this rich cultural 
landscape.  
 
The Setting  
 
The paucity of archaeological research undertaken while 
the property was privately owned, combined with the 
ubiquity of archaeological materials and the unique 
management structure of the preserve, creates unusual 
management challenges and opportunities. An extensive 
network of roads and numerous facilities scattered 
throughout the preserve must be maintained. At the same 
time, the mandate that the preserve be economically self-
sufficient constrains the funding that can be devoted to 
cultural resource management.  
 
In addition to these management challenges, the nature 
of the archaeological record in the preserve is unusual, 
perhaps unique in New Mexico. Archaeological 

materials recovered to date suggest episodic visitation 
since at least the later Paleoindian period to take 
advantage of the obsidian and, presumably, other 
resources available in the caldera. The high elevation 
and relatively moist climate in the caldera foster dense 
vegetative cover and a degree of biological activity that 
is unusual in New Mexico. The steep, mountainous 
terrain and many small streams create a landscape that is 
active and changing. In short, the VCNP encompasses an 
enormous palimpsest of cultural materials that is largely 
hidden beneath dense vegetation and that has been 
affected significantly by various post-depositional 
mixing processes.  
 
The VCNP Cultural Resources Program 
 
The cultural resources program at the VCNP is directed 
by Dr. Ana Steffen, acting Cultural Resources 
Coordinator and Adjunct Assistant Professor, UNM 
Anthropology. It is part of the VCT Research, Inventory 
and Monitoring (RIM) program, overseen by Dr. Bob 
Parmenter, Preserve Scientist and UNM Biology 
Department faculty member. Partnerships are nothing 
new to the science program, which has involved 
geologists, biologists, ecologists, hydrologists, botanists, 
soil scientists, and rangeland, fire and forestry specialists 
from UNM, New Mexico State University (NMSU), 
several other universities, Los Alamos National 
Laboratories (LANL), US Geological Service (USGS), 
US Forest Service (USFS), Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS), and The Nature 
Conservancy (TNC), to name just a few. Prior to the 
recent involvement of UNM in the cultural resources 
program, archaeologists from the Jemez Ranger District 
(USFS) and the Midwest Archaeological Center 
(MWAC, NPS) conducted surveys and limited 
excavations in the VCNP.  
 
To meet the challenges inherent in managing the 
preserve’s cultural resources, Dr. Steffen has developed 
a landscape-scale approach that incorporates 
archaeological survey, limited excavations, 
reconstructions of land use history, and research into the 
ecology, geology, geomorphology and soils of the 
preserve. Beyond mitigation associated with facilities 
maintenance, the goals of the program include 
discerning when people were present in the caldera, how 
they used the available resources, and the caldera’s place 
in the larger cultural landscape of northern New Mexico. 
This ambitious, long-term program of research begins 
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with illuminating cultural links to surrounding areas and 
communities and with a focus on the nature of the 
archaeological deposits preserved within the boundaries 
of the VCNP.  
 

 
The OCA Valles Grande Crew 

Obsidian Sourcing 
 
One means of exploring links to other areas is through 
obsidian sourcing. In 2001, Dr. Phil LeTourneau 
(Adjunct Assistant Professor, UNM Anthropology) and 
Dr. Steffen, began a research program to trace the 
movement of obsidian from sources within the VCNP to 
sites across the western United States. Steffen and 
LeTourneau began the Jemez Mountains Obsidian 
Database (JMOD) project in 2006. They have thus far 
compiled data on over 2000 obsidian artifacts from 565 
sites in 12 states. Artifacts range in age from earliest 
Paleoindian to latest prehistoric; some were recovered as 
far as 1400 km from the Jemez Mountains. The JMOD 
project is still in its infancy. Steffen and LeTourneau 
continue to compile data and are exploring options for a 
web-based, interactive GIS version of the database. 
 
OCA Excavations 
 
Preliminary excavations conducted by MWAC and the 
VCNP cultural resources team revealed that sites in the 
deep soils on the preserve had been affected by post-
depositional mixing to a degree that is unusually high for 
New Mexico. Their original research design focused on 
questions such as temporal affiliation, site use, intra-site 
variability, and the behaviors that could be inferred from 
the archaeological record. Given the likelihood that post-
depositional processes had altered the archaeological 
record to the extent that such fine-grained questions 
would be unanswerable with limited excavations, the 
focus of research shifted towards an emphasis on site 

formation processes and the geological/ geomorphic 
context of archaeological materials.  
 
In August, 2007, a crew from the OCA led by Chris 
Turnbow and F. Scott Worman worked with the VCNP 
Cultural Resources Team to investigate site formation 
processes at site LA 26917.  The crews mapped and 
collected artifacts from the surface of the site, which 
encompasses more than 350,000 m2 and is bisected by a 
road desperately in need of maintenance. OCA's crew 
completed additional excavations at the site, consisting 
of 12 1 x 1 m excavation units and 30 shovel test pits 
located along three upslope – downslope transects across 
the ridge and alluvial fans on which the site is located. 
The excavations produced nearly 9,000 lithic artifacts, 
the vast majority of which were made from the local 
obsidian. In addition, detailed soil descriptions were 
completed for each excavation unit in order to better 
understand the soil catenas and the history of erosion, 
deposition, and mixing at the site. 
 
Artifacts recovered during the investigation include the 
base of a chert Jimmy Allen/ Frederick projectile point, 
and the assemblage indicates repeated use of the site 
since the later Paleoindian period. Currently, OCA staff 
are analyzing and synthesizing the pedological, 
geomorphic and paleobotanical data generated in the 
field. In addition, obsidian hydration studies are being 
used as a relative dating method that, combined with an 
analysis of the horizontal and vertical locations of 
concentrations of artifacts, will illuminate site formation 
processes and aid in an evaluation of the degree of 
bioturbation and other post-depositional mixing at the 
site.  
 
The OCA investigation is one of the largest excavations 
undertaken to date on the VCNP, and one of the first to 
focus specifically on site formation processes. It will 
help to identify the role of variables such as slope, 
aspect, geomorphic position, biological activity and 
vegetation cover in preserving or degrading 
archaeological sites. The results of the study will be used 
in concert with information generated by a long-term 
soil mapping project undertaken by the USFS and 
NRCS, as well as several studies carried out by 
geologists from LANL and UNM, to help guide future 
archaeological research in the caldera.  
 
UNM Southwestern Archaeology Field Schools 
 
In the summer of 2005, the UNM Southwestern 
Archaeology Field School directed by Dr. Ann 
Ramenofsky (Associate Professor of Anthropology, 
UNM) completed a survey of 200 acres of the Banco 
Bonito area in the southwest corner of the Preserve. 
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Students documented numerous small field houses, a 
few multi-room structures, and several agricultural 
terrace complexes. At elevations of greater than 8,500 
feet, these are among the highest recorded agricultural 
sites in New Mexico. The survey provided significant 
information concerning the types and distribution of 
archaeological sites on the Preserve, contributed greatly 
to the Trust’s knowledge of the archaeological resources 
on the Banco Bonito, and raised intriguing questions 
concerning potential relationships between climate 
change and the expansion of traditional agriculture into 
new areas.  
 
In the coming summer, another field school will build on 
lessons learned during the OCA excavations and other 
previous investigations. The Valles Caldera Trust and 
the UNM Department of Anthropology have initiated a 
collaborative archaeological research project in the 
VCNP. The Valles Caldera Archaeology and 
Paleogeography Project (VCAPP), headed by Dr. Ariane 
Pinson (Adjunct Assistant Professor, UNM 
Anthropology and Research Associate, Maxwell 
Museum of Anthropology) and co-directed by Dr. Ann 
Ramenofsky, will investigate the Paleoindian and 
Archaic use of high-altitude landscapes in the Jemez 
Mountains. This project will also develop a preliminary 
gearchaeological model of late Pleistocene through 
Holocene landscapes in the Valle Grande in order to 
evaluate the archaeological potential of the different 
geomorphic surfaces in this portion of the VCNP. The 
first field season for this project will be in summer 2008 
and will be conducted by students and staff of the UNM 
Southwestern Archaeology Field School 
(www.unm.edu/~unmfield). Individuals interested in 
participating in the field school should contact Dr. 
Pinson (apinson@unm.edu). The application deadline is 
April 4, 2008. 
 
Conclusion 
 
The spectacular landscape of the VCNP presents unique 
cultural resource management challenges. Little research 
had been undertaken prior to the recent purchase of the 
land by the federal government, and ongoing facilities 
and road maintenance have been necessary for the 
purposes of fire suppression, recreation, and 
management of other resources. In this context, resource 
managers in the VCNP have developed partnerships 
with UNM and OCA to develop and implement an 
innovative, multidisciplinary, landscape-scale approach 
to investigating and preserving a rich archaeological 
record that is probably unique in New Mexico. 

For further information about historic and prehistoric 
land use and the cultural landscapes of the Preserve, see 
Kurt Anschuetz and Thomas Merlan’s “More Than A 
Scenic Mountain Landscape: Valles Caldera National 
Preserve Land Use History” (2007). Information on 
management of the Preserve since federal acquisition is 
available in the VCNP “State of the Preserve” (2007). 
Both documents can be read on-line or downloaded at: 
http://www.vallescaldera.gov/about/trust/trust_ref.aspx; 
or at the www.vallescaldera.gov home page; click on 
“About Us”, then “Reference Documents”. 
 
Reference 
 
Baker, C. and J. Winter 
1981 High Altitude Adaptations along Redondo Creek: 

The Baca Geothermal Anthropological Project.  
Office of Contract Archaeology, University of 
New Mexico, Albuquerque. 

 
 
Proposed Revisions to the 2005-2006 
Archaeological Permit Regulations 
New Mexico Historic Preservation Division 
 
Michelle Ensey, New Mexico Historic Preservation 
Division 
 
The Cultural Properties Review Committee (CPRC) and 
the Historic Preservation Division (HPD) are in the 
process of revising the permit regulations that became 
effective October 1, 2005 (4.10.8 NMAC) and January 
1, 2006 (4.10.14 NMAC, 4.10.15 NMAC, 4.10.16 
NMAC. and 4.10.17 NMAC).  These regulations have 
been in effect for two years now and we have discovered 
some typos and misspellings that need to be corrected, 
sections of the rule that need to be rewritten for clarity, 
and the need to include the SHPO Directory Forms that 
were created after the new rules went into effect.  We 
will be requesting comment on the revisions, but before 
we send out a draft of the proposed changes, we are 
soliciting comments from the archaeological community 
and current archaeological permittees.  Please let us 
know if you have any issues or have any observations on 
how well the new regulations have worked or if they 
have not worked.  Please send comments before May 15, 
2008 to Michelle Ensey either by email at 
michelle.ensey@state.nm.us, by fax to (505) 827-6338, 
or by U.S. mail to Michelle Ensey, Historic Preservation 
Division, Bataan Memorial Building, 407 Galisteo 
Street, Suite 236, Santa Fe, NM  87501.   
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San Juan College Totah Archaeological 
Project 
 
Linda Wheelbarger, San Juan College 
 
The Totah Archaeological Project field school will be 
held again this summer on the 12,000 acres B-Square 
Ranch in Farmington, New Mexico from June 9th to 
July 18, 2008.  The six-week field school is offered as 
San Juan College’s ANTH 288 course, Archaeological 
Field Methods, and is worth nine credits.  Participants in 
the field school will receive instruction in archaeological 
excavation, survey, and laboratory processing of 
recovered cultural materials.  Lectures and workshops on 
Southwest Archaeology and tours of local sites are also 
presented during the class.  Class will be held on site or 
in the classroom from 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM, Monday 
through Friday.  Cost of the course is $30 per credit with 
an additional fee of $200 charged to cover equipment 
and administrative costs for a total of $470.   
 

 
Digging on the Totah 

 
Students are responsible for their own room and board, 
however, Linda Wheelbarger, project director, will 
coordinate with the students to help them with lodging 
arrangements.  Students must have approval to register 
for the class, although there are no prerequisites and no 
books to buy.  Special arrangements are possible for 
those who may not be able to attend the entire class time 
period. 
 
This summer, excavation will take place at the Point site; 
a Chacoan great house community located in a 
spectacular dominating position midway up the 300 ft 
high Shannon Bluffs across the San Juan River from the 
city of Farmington.  Dense cultural materials including 
structural rubble and tens of thousands of artifacts cover 

a 4 acre bench and trail all the way down to the river.  
Dramatic views of the Totah extend to the west, north, 
and south, providing an excellent lookout position for 
the Puebloan residents.  Impressive siting factors and 
widespread architectural rubble signify that the Point site 
was a major center for local Totah Puebloans.  Ceramics 
indicate a long Puebloan occupation extending from AD 
800 to 1300, spanning the Pueblo I through Pueblo III 
time period.    
 
The 2008 research plan calls for continued detailed 
mapping and excavation of 2 x 2 m units along the 
northern edge of the site to determine the layout of 
architectural elements.  We will be looking closely at 
architectural styles and artifacts to see what kind of 
differences and similarities between the Tommy site and 
Point site can help us understand the relationships 
between small house residents and great house residents.  
 
For this year’s Historic Preservation Month, a rare 
guided tour of archaeological sites on the B-Square 
Ranch will be offered on May 17, 2008 by Linda 
Wheelbarger, Totah Archaeological Project director.  
We will visit the Sterling and Point sites, Chacoan 
outliers, and the Tommy site, an ancestral Puebloan 
small-house partially excavated by the San Juan College 
Field School.  We will also visit several magnificent 
rock art panels, an Archaic site, and an early 1900’s 
Navajo hogan.     
 
For further information on the field school, the Historic 
Preservation Month tour, or other aspects of the Totah 
Archaeological Project, contact Linda Wheelbarger 
(wheelbarger@sanjuancollege.edu) at 505 566-3345 
(505 320-1834 cell) or Meredith Matthews at (505) 566-
3344 or check out the Totah Archaeological Project 
website at www.sanjuancollege.edu/pages/2035.asp   
 
 
Book Review 
 
Trincheras Sites in Time, Space, and Society, edited by 
Suzanne K. Fish, Paul R. Fish, and M. Elisa Villalpando. 
Amerind Studies in Archaeology, Vol. 1 (series editor, 
John A. Ware). University of Arizona Press, Tucson, 
2007; 58 pages, $55.95 cloth only. 
 
Reviewed by David Phillips, Maxwell Museum of 
Anthropology, University of New Mexico 
 
Cerros de trincheras is Spanish for “hills of terraces” 
and refers to sites that occur from Chihuahua and 
southwest New Mexico into Sonora and southern 
Arizona. Through the 1970s, actual studies of cerros de 
trincheras were rare, and interpretations usually invoked 
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a single function (such as terrace agriculture or defense) 
and a single period of occupation. As this volume shows, 
cerros de trincheras were not confined to a single time, 
culture, or use. The common denominator is habitation 
on visually prominent hills. 
 
Paul Fish, Suzanne Fish, and Elisa Villalpando provide a 
quick introduction to the subject, after which Robert 
Hard and John Roney discuss the examples probably 
best known to NMAC members, Cerro Juanaqueña and 
its sister sites in northwest Chihuahua. Here, the buzz 
continues to be the construction of extensive, lasting 
architecture during the Archaic period. Hard and Roney 
draw from a cross-cultural survey to argue that 
ethnographically, the primary function of hilltop 
habitation is defense. They then cite their own data in 
support of that interpretation. 
 
Henry Wallace, Fish, and Fish then describe Tucson’s 
Tumamoc Hill, now known to have had a major pre-
Hohokam occupation. They differ among themselves 
about why the hilltop was occupied, neither ruling out 
warfare nor accepting it as the sole reason for the site. In 
the next chapter, Christian Downum joins the debate 
over southern Arizona cerros de trincheras, citing 
evidence from Linda Vista Hill and Cerro Prieto. 
Downum argues against a narrowly military function: 
cerros de trincheras “may have been rather aggressive 
political and symbolic statement, designed to send a 
message to other groups regarding territorial control and 
political power” (p. 134).  
 
Randall McGuire and Villalpando then examine the 
“type site” for the phenomenon, Cerro de Trincheras in 
Sonora. (It’s one of the sites that every Southwesternist 
should be required to visit.) The chapter that follows, by 
Fish and Fish, describes an intensive survey of 75 km2 
along the Rio Magdalena, where Cerro de Trincheras is 
located. Together, the two chapters show that Cerro de 
Trincheras was not just a defensible location but a 
regional center for a population that maintained smaller 
cerros de trincheras on nearby hills. Fish and Fish then 
broaden their essay to include southern Arizona. They 
conclude that ideology played an important role in the 
Sonoran Desert examples of the phenomenon. 
 
The following chapter, by David Wilcox, Judith Taylor, 
Joseph Vogel, and Scott Wood, examines the hilltop 
sites of central and west-central Arizona. Here we are 
getting beyond the range of cerros de trincheras, but the 
issues are similar. Wilcox and his colleagues envision 
shifting sets of confederacies, linked internally by 
intervisible sites. The volume then turns south, to 
Mesoamerica, with discussion chapters by Ben Nelson 
and Stephen Kowaleski. In Mesoamerica as well, hilltop 

sites have stirred discussion about defense versus other 
functions. Like the chapter by Wilcox et al., those by 
Nelson and Kowaleski help keep the discussion from 
becoming parochial.  
 
There is no concluding chapter; the volume editors have 
wisely not tried to smooth over the differences among 
the contributors. Instead, there’s a brief statement by 
Adriel Heisey, whose aerial photographs of Cerros de 
Trincheras serve as a reminder that despite the 
intellectual dust-ups, we all got into archaeology as a 
matter of wonder. 
 
In re-reading this book, I was reminded of Jane Hill’s 
arguments for the northward spread of Uto-Aztecan 
speakers, and also of the upland locations of many early 
Mogollon sites. I suspect that the earliest cerros de 
trincheras can be woven into a much larger tapestry of 
agricultural expansion and forager resistance. More 
generally, it’s a relief to see essays about potentially 
defensive locations move beyond “is too,” “is not.” 
Demonstrating one function for such widespread, long-
lived sites is not logically equivalent to ruling out other 
possibilities. 
 
PimaCommunityCollegeDistrict 
Community Campus 
Community Education 
 
ST585 – Mimbres Ruins, Rock Art and Museums of 
Southern New Mexico 
Itinerary 
6/20/08 – 6/24/08 
$749 - Double Occupancy - #62714 
$799 – Single Occupancy - #62715 
 
Tour Leader: Allen Dart, RPA, Archaeologist and 
Executive Director of Old Pueblo Archaeology 
Center  

 
Registered Professional Archaeologist Allen Dart leads 
this comprehensive tour to southwestern New Mexico's 
Silver City area to visit Classic Mimbres Pueblo Ruins, 
Early Mogollon village archaeological sites, the Gila 
Cliff Dwellings, spectacular petroglyph sites, and a 
museum with one of the world's finest collections of 
Mimbres Puebloan Pottery (the kind with those 
spectacular human and animal figures). Tour includes 
transportation, lodging and entry fees. Special 
cancellation policy applies. Offered in partnership with 
Old Pueblo Archaeology Center. 
 
Day One: (Friday) Van departs Tucson at 3 pm; arrive 
and have dinner in Silver City approximately 7 pm., 
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check into hotel after dinner. 
 
Day Two: (Saturday)  
Our tour begins with visits to:  
�  The Spanish Colonial period arrastre (ore-

extraction) site north of Piños Altos, NM,  
�  An extended visit to the Gila Cliff Dwellings, and  
�  Adobe Canyon Apache pictographs in the Gila Cliff 

Dwellings National Monument. 
 
Day Three: (Sunday)  
Today, we tour more sites: 
�  One of the earliest prehistoric sites we’ll visit is the 

Harris site, an early Mogollon culture village ruin 
where archaeologist Emil W. Haury excavated in 
1934 and where archaeologist Barbara Roth is 
currently conducting research.  

�  We’ll also visit Classic Mimbres pueblo ruins in the 
idyllic Mimbres and Sapillo valleys. Old Town Ruin 
is a Classic Mimbres village site that also has a nice 
post-Mimbres (Black Mountain phase) component. 
We hope to be joined by University of Texas-Austin 
archaeology Professor Darrell Creel at Old Town to 
discuss research he has been doing there for years.  

�  We will also visit Mattocks Pueblo; Mitchell 
Pueblo; Montezuma Pueblo; and the Lake Roberts 
Vista site where Barb Roth excavated several years 
ago.  

�  Other Mimbres Classic sites that will be pointed out 
during the day include the Beauregard, Cottonwood 
Park, Eby, Galaz, Gattons Park, and NAN Ranch 
Ruin. 

 
Day Four: (Monday)  
�  In the morning, Dr. Cynthia Bettison will start us out 

with a guided tour of the recently renovated Western 
New Mexico University Museum, which houses one 
of the world’s most complete and comprehensive 
collections of Mimbres pottery, basketry, and other 
artifacts in the Eisele Collection of Prehistoric 
Southwestern Pottery and Artifacts.  

�  The first site we’ll visit today will be the Woodrow 
Ruin near Cliff, N.M.  Woodrow is one of the best-
preserved Classic Mimbres pueblos, has an 
excavated roomblock and two huge great kivas, and 
has been fenced for decades so there are still lots of 
large Mimbres Black-on-white sherds there. (No 
artifact collections are allowed at any of the tour 
sites, please.)  

�  On the way out from Woodrow we may be able to 
get a distant view of the Kwilleylekia Ruins 
multistory pueblo,  

�  Then we’ll travel farther north from Silver City to 
visit the WS Ranch/”Alma Hump” pueblo-and-great-
kiva site.  

�  Finally, there will be an optional 2.5-mile roundtrip 
hike to the Mogollon Village site, where excavations 
by archaeologist Emil W. Haury and the Gila Pueblo 
Foundation in 1933, followed by the following 
year’s work at the Harris site, first defined the 
Southwest’s Mogollon culture. 

 
Day Five: (Tuesday)  
�  We’ll head to Deming, N.M., to visit some of the 

most spectacular petroglyphs in the Southwest, at 
the  Pony Hills petroglyph site  

�  If time allows we’ll  also stop at the Frying Pan 
Canyon rock art site. Bring your cameras!  

�  The tour will end after today’s site visits but we’ll 
have an option for dinner together at a nice 
restaurant in Deming before we head back to 
Tucson. 

 
Tour Notes:  
 
�  Transportation is via twelve-passenger van. Tour 

participants board the van in Tucson at the Pima 
Community College – Community Campus at 401 
N. Bonita Avenue. Please park in the area 
immediately to your left as your enter our parking 
lot from Bonita. You may leave your vehicle in 
either lot, but please remember that the college does 
not assume any liability for damages.  

�  Fee includes transportation, lodging, entrance fees 
and experienced guide. 

�  Dress - Be comfortable and informal; bring sturdy 
walking shoes, a hat and sunscreen if you're 
sensitive to the sun, and a jacket for evenings.  

�  Luggage – Remember space is limited in the van and 
you are responsible for your own luggage so please 
limit yourself to one bag and one carry-on case. 

�  Money - The amount you need depends on you; all 
costs except meals and shopping are included.  

�  All PCC tours are subject to change. Additional sites 
may be available depending on the availability of 
site guides.       

 
To register for this tour, call 520.206.6468.  
For questions on the tour, call 520.206.6579. 
 
AAH Awards 
 
The Arizona Archaeological and Historical Society 
presented its 2006 Byron Cummings and Victor Stoner 
awards this past August at the 2007 Pecos Conference 
and at the Society’s September meeting, in Tucson. The 
Cummings Award honors outstanding research and 
contributions to knowledge in Southwestern 
anthropology, archaeology, ethnology, or history. The 
Stoner Award celebrates the promotion of historic 
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awareness and is presented to someone who brings 
Southwestern anthropology, archaeology, ethnology, or 
history to the public over an extended period of time. 
 
2006 Byron Cummings Award: Polly Schaafsma 
Polly Schaafsma is one of the most prolific and 
influential researchers of Native American petroglyphs 
and pictographs. Her contributions include the most 
comprehensive descriptions of the rock art of the 
northern Southwest and northwestern Chihuahua, the 
definitions of many regional styles that make synthetic 
discussions possible, a ground-breaking article 
addressing theory and method in rock art studies, and 
investigations of ancient social phenomena (including 
religion and warfare) associated with rock art. She has 
also inspired a generation of avocational archaeologists 
to record and preserve rock art.  
 
2006 Byron Cummings Award: Emory Sekaquaptewa 
Dr. Emory Sekaquaptewa, Professor of Anthropology 
and Research Anthropologist (Bureau of Applied 
Research in Anthropology), has been affiliated with UA 
since 1972 and was Acting Director of American Indian 
Studies 1987-88. Professor Sekaquaptewa's major 
scholarly focus has been on the development of a 
comprehensive dictionary of the Hopi language. He 
served as Cultural Editor for the Hopi Dictionary Project 
and teaches anthropology courses on Hopi language and 
Hopi culture. Recently, his research efforts have 
centered on Spanish Colonial accounts of Hopi life (as 
Senior Consultant for the Arizona State Museum’s Hopi 
History Project) and the use of traditional songs as a 
source of insight into ancient lifeways. Dr. 
Sekaquaptewa’s audience reaches beyond academia, 
however, to include Hopi youth and the general public. 
He has published bilingual (Hopi and English) 
presentations of traditional Hopi tales and has used these 
and other materials to further his goal of preserving the 
Hopi language. 
 
2006 Victor Stoner Award: Mary Estes 
Mary Estes, Resource Protection Specialist at Arizona 
State Parks and State Coordinator for the Arizona Site 
Steward Program, has nurtured her volunteer program 
over the last 16 years, with truly spectacular results. 
Throughout her tenure, she has gone above and beyond 
what is expected of a state agency employee, often 
contributing her own time and financial resources 
toward the preservation of Arizona's heritage. Under 
Mary's leadership, training became standardized 
statewide, and person-power expanded from a total of 
200 volunteers in 1991 to more than 800 in 2007. 
Though she may argue this point, it is largely to Mary's 
credit that the Arizona Site Steward program has become 
a model for similar programs in other states and other 

countries. She has also spearheaded innovative and 
successful partnerships with state and federal agencies, 
as well as private sector organizations, to train law 
enforcement professionals in archaeological resource 
protection.  
 
 

President’s Message 
Tim Maxwell, NMAC President 
 
NMAC is an impressive organization! It is committed to 
protecting cultural resources, offering advanced training, 
organizing symposia, financially supporting selected 
educational and research activities, publishing research 
papers, monitoring legislative actions, and providing an 
electronic forum for discussions and research requests. 
Being a NMAC member signifies your dedication to 
improving the profession and our knowledge of regional 
archaeology. When members identify an issue of 
concern, or a new way to serve the profession, NMAC 
responds. Since the beginning of 2008, NMAC has been 
involved in the ethical and legal issues involving the 
reburial of artifacts, organizing workshops and field 
trips, awarding grants, notifying members of impending 
legislative issues, monitoring and commenting on land-
managing agency actions, and planning publications. All 
of this performed by dedicated volunteers and interested 
members. 
 
The breadth and depth of NMAC member knowledge 
and experience is incredibly extensive. Requests for 
information on the list server are usually answered in 
minutes. NMAC has never limited use of the list server 
to members, instead treating it as a venue for improving 
communication with all those interested in archaeology. 
To improve communication, NMAC is also currently 
working on a new version of our website. 
 
I hope that you have renewed your membership and will 
continue to contribute to NMAC’s efforts. It is dedicated 
members that make NMAC such an effective body of 
professionals. If you haven’t renewed please do so. 
Please share the news about NMAC with your 
colleagues, too. 
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NEW MEXICO ARCHEOLOGICAL COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP AND ORD ER FORM (v 4/06) 

 
MEMBERSHIP*   [   ] ______ (year) Renewal    or     [   ] New Member Beginning _____  (year) 
 
$ ________ enclosed for membership dues ($25 individual; $35 sponsor or institutional)  
 
$ ________ enclosed to extend membership for an additional _____ years (same rates) 
 
$ ________ enclosed as a contribution to the NMAC Research Grant Fund or NMAC Scholarship Fund (circle one) 
 

* Memberships received after 1 October will be extended through the following year-end 
 

 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
$ ________ enclosed for ___ copies of NMAC Special Publication No. 1: Current Research on  the Late Prehistory 

and Early History of New Mexico  (2002 reprint of 1992,  350+ pp coil-bound) @ $25 per copy plus s/h 
 
$ ________ enclosed for ___ copies of NMAC Special Publication No. 2: Soil, Water, Biolog y, and Belief…  (2002 

reprint of 1995, 370+ pp perfect bound) @ $25 per copy plus s/h 
 
$ ________ enclosed for ___ copies of NMAC Special Publication No. 3: Examining the Cours e of SW Archeology: 

The 1995 Durango Conference , edited by David A. Phillips and Lynne Sebastian (2001, 170+ pp 
perfect bound) @ $15 per copy (members) or $19.29 per copy (non-members), plus s/h 

 
$ ________ enclosed for ___ copies of NMAC Special Publication No. 4: Chaco Society and P olity , edited by Linda 

S. Cordell et al (2001, 90+ pp perfect bound) @ $15 per copy (members) or $19.29 per copy (non-
members), plus s/h 

 

 
SHIPPING/HANDLING 
 
$ ________ enclosed for shipping and handling  ($5.00 for up to 2 copies of NMAC Special Publications, plus $2.50 for 

each additional copy) 
 

 
$ ________ enclosed for ___ copies of Anasazi Community Architecture in the Chuska Valley : Site Summaries 

and Maps , compiled by Dennis Gilpin, Douglas D. Dykeman, and Paul F. Reed (1996, 70 pp coil bound) 
@ $10 per copy, no shipping and handling required  

 

 
$ ________ TOTAL ENCLOSED  send form and check to  NMAC Dues 

PO Box 25691 
Albuquerque, NM  87125  

 

 
CONTACT AND SHIPPING INFORMATION (PLEASE PRINT)  
 
 Name: __________________________________________________________________ 

 Address: __________________________________________________________________ 

  __________________________________________________________________ 

 City/State/Zip: __________________________________________________________________ 

 Phone: (w) ____________________ (h) ____________________ [   ] Don’t list in Directory 
Want to receive email messages posted to NMAC-L list server? 

[   ] Yes, here is my email address:_____________________________________________________________ 

[   ] No 

NewsMac Preferences: [   ] US mail delivery  [   ] web read/download (.PDF)  
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2008 NMAC Contacts 
 
Mail:  PO Box 25691, Albuquerque NM 87125 
 
Web Site: http://www.nmacweb.org  
 
News Group: nmac-l@list.unm.edu  
 
2008 Officers 

President: Tim Maxwell (505) 820-1299 
tim.maxwell@newmexico.com 

President-Elect: Deni Seymour (505) 934-3364 
DeniJSeymour@aol.com 
 
Vice President: Cherie Walth (505) 506-6168 
cwalth@swca.com 
 
Secretary: Hollis Lawrence (505) 331-8408 
Hollis.Lawrence@gmail.com 

 

 
 
Treasurer: Phillip A. Young (505)-466-8903 
pyoung2002@comcast.net 
 
Editor:  Jim Railey (505) 980-2532 
jrailey@swca.com 
  
Committee Chairs  
 
Membership: Jean Ballagh (505) 332-0885 
jhballagh@hotmail.com 
 
Grants: Chris Turnbow, (505) 277-5853 
cturnbow@unm.edu 
 
Legislative: Open 
 
Publications: Bill Doleman (505) 476-1277 
Bill.Doleman@state.nm.us 
 

NMAC  is a nonprofit organization whose purpose is to maintain and promote the goals of professional archaeology in New Mexico. 
NMAC’s goals are to:  

·  promote archaeological research within New Mexico and disseminate knowledge arising from that research 
·  promote awareness of New Mexico’s cultural resources among public agencies, corporations, and members of the public 
·  encourage the legal protection of cultural resources, and encourage high standards for professional archaeology 

NewsMAC 
Newsletter of the New Mexico Archeological Council 
PO Box 25691 
Albuquerque NM  87125 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Your 2008 membership needs renewing!   

   
 
 

Current member for 2008   
 

 
 


